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I’'m a little light on experience when it comes to extreme events and with the first

' Taranaki Hard Enduro, it was tough to know what to expect. If the track wasn’t technical
%:j enough the rain would certainly make the steep back country a challenge.

g Being the last Gold rider to leave meant | had plenty of riders to pass. | tried to push early
and make some quick passes before it got too technical and tight. Still, by the time | got in
the tough stuff it was nose to tail and not being able to carry momentum made it hard to
overcome my lack of trials skills. Once up and over“boil up hill”l got into a good rhythm
and started to flow through some tight bush single track. | was having a lot of fun and the
YZ 250 was working pretty good. Being a little unsure on how tough it was going to get |
was pretty conservative. Unfortunately just over half way to the fuel stop | damaged my
front brake and lost the fluid. As if the steep downhills weren’t scary before, now they
could be gauged by how many times | cartwheels the bike into Ponga trees on the way
down. I struggled on to the fuel stop thinking my day was done. | rummaged around in
the fuel trailer and found some fluid and tools and managed to fix the problem.

| was stoked to be able to continue because to not finish after dragging my bike to that
point would have been gutting. The second half had more technical bush trails and a few
more farmland hillclimbs.

Post-race | heard | had some good times but losing a lot of time with the damaged brake.
Still, just to make the finish at this event was satisfying enough.
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