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Race Report: GNCC Rnd 5 Indiana
Rider: Paul Whibley

Team: N fab, AmPro Yamaha
Bike: Yamaha YZ450 F

Result: 4™ XC1

The tricky off-camber start line is becoming a bit of a feature at the Indiana GNCC. | got a good
drive off the line and came into turn one right beside Stu Baylor on the 2 stroke KTM. He had
the inside line and | drove it in hard and came round the outside side by side heading into turn
two and the holeshot line. | braked really late and took the holeshot and was able to turn on
the loam on the outside of turn two and held the lead as we worked our way towards the
woods. Leading the first half of the lap at a pretty conservative pace, | was expecting to be
dropping positions rapidly. My pace was a little slow after a crash in practice left me with chest
pain in my sternum. | wasn’t even sure | was going to race with breathing and sneezing being
particularly difficult leading up to the race. Once on the bike and some adrenaline started to
flow | found | was able to ride relatively pain free as long as no mistakes or sudden dabs were
taken.

| was soon passed by a few riders and settled into about 5", | found I could ride this pace
comfortably and not risk any further injury. That was until Japanese rider Takashi Koikeda
passed me and sparked my inner desire to race. My pace soon increased and | found myself
retaking the position from Takashi and also my team mate Jordan Ashburn who passed me on
lap one.

| rode most of the race in third place till late in the lap when | slowed again, and Kailub Russell
took the position. | think the adrenaline had started to wear off.

In the end a solid finish from a race that | wasn’t sure | would see the checkered flag.

1*: Charlie Mullins
2"": Thad Duvall
3": Kailub Russell
Pic, Mike Agnello

Paul Whibley is supported by:

AmPro Yamaha, Monster Energy, Shoei, Sidi, Smith,
G2,Asterisk, Moto SR, Vortex Ignitions, EC3D, Bush Riders
MCC, Darbis, GHQ, Sargent Motorcycles, Yamaha NZ, Rosscos
Start Up Services, Works Connection, Pro Taper, Race Pace
Services, Unabiker, Leatt Brace, Tire Balls, bikesportnz.com,
Stuk, KettleClamp, Alliance Offroad, Ride Eng. MotoSeat

The AmPro Yamaha Team is supported by:

N Fab FMF Kenda Yamalube Asterisk CV4 Cycle Gear Factory
Connection GYTR IMS Leatt Brace MSR Pro-Clean Rekluse
Shoei Slavens TM Designworks Cycra Twin Air Wiseco ZipTy
Racing AllBalls Racing Pro Taper Stuk Ride Eng Braking
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